Book 1. the PORTUGUESE, &c.' 121

The kmg, fome txme before the admiral came to Lif:
bon, had fent another fleer to India, under the com-
mand of John de Nova, a very gallant gentleman. It
confifted, however, only of three fhips ; for as Em-
manuel thought that the {quadron-he had fent with
Cabral the foregoing year, would be ftrong enough
either to procure a peace, or to carry on war with the
zamorin of Calicut, he therefore concluded, that this
fmall reinforcement would be fufficient. But when he
found by the account Cabral gave, to what dangers
the Portuguefe had been expofed, and what confpira-
cies had been formed againft them, he then determined
to fend out a much larger force, Accordingly, the
following year he fitted out a fleet of ten fhips for In-
dia, to each of which he affigned brave and able of-
ﬁccrs and appointed Vafco de Gama admiral. At
the fame time he ordered five more to be equipped,
the command of which he gave to Vincent Sodre, a
foan of great courage, whofe inftructions were to fcogt

: 2 the


John
Text Box


¥22 The HisTory of Book If.

the Indian ocean, and to feize all the Arahian fhips
which fhould fail from Mecca to India. This fleet of
fifteen fhips being furnithed with every thing neceflary
for the voyage, failed from the port of Bethlem on-
the 1oth of February : nor did he think this force al-
together fuficient to carry on his great defigns in In-
dia; for foon after he ordered five more to be got
ready, which failed from Lifbon on the firlt of April,
and fteered the fame courfe, under the command of
Stephen Gama, firft coufin of Vafco. '
This fame year queen Mary was delivered of her
firft fon. The day on which he was born was made
memorable by a violent ftorm, fuch as the oldeft men
living did not remember to have feen the fike. A
gloomy darknefs feemed to cover the whole face of the
carth ; and it thundered and lightened to fuch a de-
gree, that the moft brave and ingrepid perfons were
filled with fear and confternation.  Many houfcs were
beat down, trees were torn up by the violence of the
hurricane ; whillt at the fame time, the fall of rain
was fo great, that not only the ftreets, but many of the
houfes were filled with water. When the tempeft
ceafed, then Emmanuel and his people refumed their .
Joy for the birth of the young prince. A weck after-
wards the child was baptized by the name of John;
Pedro Pafcal, the Venetian ‘ambaffador, was one of
the fponfors ; this gentleman had been deputed by the
Venetians, to.return Emmanuel thanks for the fleet
fent to their affiftance, and to affure his majefty, that
the fenate and people of Venice would always retain a
“grateful fenfe of his kindnefs. The king conferred
upon him the honour of knighthood with his own
hands ; and at his departure, loaded him with many
valuable prefents. Pafcal being charmed with this ge-
nerofity of Emmanuel, when he returned home be-
ftowed the higheft encomiums upon him, and infpired
all the Venetianswith the utmoft love and refpect for his,
Portuguefe majefty. ‘The day the young prince was
baptized, the palace fuddenly took fire; but %y‘ii’mely af-
- fiftance
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ﬁﬁancc it was foon extinuithed. This fame year Em-
manuel ficted out another fleet, which he fent to the
ﬂ;rexghts of Gibraltar, tocurb the infalence of the Moors:
but they performed nothing worthy to be related.
In'the mean while John de Nova proceeded in his
voyage with yery favourable weather. Having paffed
the Line, he difcovered an illand hitherto-unknown to
our people; t}us he called the ifland of Loncepuon
The next place he touched at was Agua de S. Blas,
where he propofed to water the fhips. Here he fpied
an old fhoe hanging’ upon the branches of a wee,
which, as ‘he concluded it muft be hung there for fome
Jmcular purpofe, he ordered to be brouaht to him,
t contained a letter wrote by Pedro Atalde, warning
the Portugucfe who fhould touch at that place in theie
way to India, ¢ To beware of .the zamorin of. Caiicut,
- ¢ who had behaved to our people in the moft cruel and
¢ perfidjous manner ; and endeavoured, by all poffible
‘ means, to brmg about their dcﬂru&lon When Nova-
made leloa, he found one of the exiles, who de-
livered him "3 letter. from Cabral, much fo the fame
effe@. At Melinda he was informed by the king of
he various fchemes and plots formed againft Cabral by
the king and people of Calicut. Thence he fteered for
Anchediva, where he watered his fhips, and made di--
re@ly for Cananor, The king reccived him with
the higheft marks of friendfhip and hofpitality.
" Whilft Nova remained at this place, there came to’
him Gundxﬁ'alyo Peixot, a Portuguefe, who, during
the tumult ip which Aires Correa was flain, had been
;no[’t miraculoufly fayed by the generous protetion of:
ope Coje Bequi, who, though an Arabian, had proved
a. moft- excellent friend to our people. ‘This Portu-
guefe was fent by ordes of the zamorin from Calicut
to Nova, to fet forth ro him, ¢ That the tumult where-
“in fo many of the PBortuguefe fuffered, had been-
" ¢ raifed, and carried on by an enraged multitude, en-
; tirely without the approbation, or even knowledge of
¢ his majeﬂy, who defired nothing more than the cul-
¢ givating
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¢ tivating of a friendfhip with Emmanuel ; and that it
< would give him the higheft pleafure if Nova would
¢ come to Calicut, where he promifed he ‘fhould be
¢ treated in the moft friendly manner, and receive fuch
“a cargo of goods as would enable him to acquire
¢ the nchcs of a prince.” Peixot having delivered this
meflage from the zamorin to Nova, next communi-
cated to him the private iaftrutions received from Co-
je Bequi, who advifed the admiral ¢ not to give the
¢ Jealt faith to that perfidious princc; wha, he faid,
¢ wanted only to decoy the Portuguefe into his power,
¢ that he might have an opportunity to deftroy them 5
¢ and that whoever was fo foolith as to put any con-
¢ fidence in a man void of ali honour, would certainly
¢ fuffer for his fimplicity.® Nova thercfore returned:
no anfwer to the zamorin ; nor did Peixot go back tq
Calicut.

The admiral, after having ftayed a fhort time at Ca-
nanor, proceeded for Cochin. In his way thither he
fell in with a thip from Calicut, which having taken,
he plundered and burnt : foon after he reached the har-
bourof Cochin. His arrival there was matter of great
joy to the Portuguefe in that place ; who now looked
upon themfelves as delivered from the jaws of death ,
for notwithftanding the king himfelf behaved to them
with the greateft humanity, and appointed feveral of-
his nobles as their protectors, yet they lived in the ut-
moft danger fram the Arabians, who were very nu-
merous in that city. The king treated Nova with the
higheft civility ; and in every refpet acquxttcd himfelf
like 2 man of honour and probity.

The admiral managed all his affairs at Cochin ac-
cording to his wifhes ; and having almoft loaded his
thips, he failed back to Cananor to take in a quantity.
of fpices, which were accordingly furnithed him with
great civility and readinefs. When he was about to
depart from thence, the king of Cananor, informed
him, That the zamorin of Calicut had fitted out abovess
80 veflcls, which were to be ftationed at the mouth .oft
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the harbour; fo that the Portuguefe fhips being thus
blocked up, might be more eafily deftroyed: he there-
fore advifed Nova to advance nearer to the fhore, that
he might be enabled to affift him with his land forces ;;
for he could not conceive that four fhips could ftand
before fuch a powerful fleet. Nova returned the king
thanks for this new inftance of his friendfhip, and bid
him not be uneafy about the fate of our people. He
faid, he put his truft in the Almighty God, and re-
lying upon his divine protection, would not be afraid
to encounter the moft formidable enemy.

Nova next day deicriea the fleet from Calicut, con-
fifting of above 100 fhips, in the entrance of the har-
bour : he difpofed his fhips in fuch a manner, that
they might be able to ufe all their guns at once. He
charged the officers by all means to beware of coming
to clofe quarters with fo numerous an enemy ; for their
fafety was chiefly placed in obferving this precaution,
He ordered the artillery to be managed fo as to make
a continual difcharge upon the enemy ; for if the firing
fhould ceafe at any time, he forefaw the Portuguefe
mutft fall into the moft imminent danger. Thefe or-
ders were accordingly executed with the utmoft exatt-
nefs 3 and our people, with great brisknefs and emula-
tion, continued playing their cannon till fun-fer, There
were killed 417 of the enemy, befides a great many
wounded ; and fome of their fhips were funk, whilit
the Portuguefe fuftained no lofs. The enemy hoifted
an enfign of peace; Nova fufpetting this might be
fome firatagem, ordered the artack to be renewed.
They fent an Arabian to the admiral, defiring a truce
for that night. Nova anfwered, he would grant their
requeft, on condition they fhould immediately remove
their fhips from the entrance of the harbour, and al-
low him a free paflage. The enemy very readily com-
plied with this demandy and Nova having failed out
of the bay, the two fleets lay at anchor near the mouth
of the harbour, at a little diftance from each other.
The Calicutians, however, not regarding the truce,
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let down fome perfons into the fea, who were to {win
to the Portuguefe fhips, and try to cit the ca-
bles : they difpatched; at the famie time; a number of
boats, with feveral men dboard, who, as foon a8 this
was compleated, were to throw lighted torches into the
fhips. But this Villainous contrivance, which tnight
have been attended with the ihoft fatdl confequences;
was happily difcovered; and fruftrated by the vigilancé
and 'lﬁx(i)uuy of - obir peoplc The enerny feeing they
could not galn their ends by open force; nor fectet
cunning, weighed. anchor, and with crouded failsy
ftood away for “Calicur.

Nova being thus happily delivered from fuch threa-
tening danger, without any further delay, proceeded
on his voyage lLiomewards, When he had failed 4
lictle wayy he met with a thip of Calicut, which he
piundered and biirnt: he then continued his courfe;
and had a very quick ahd eafy paffage to the Cape.
Some tme after he turned it, he difcovered a little
ifland lying in 15 degrees fouth latitude, to which he
gave the name of St. Helena, This ifland ftand:

- by itfelf in the midft of fuch a vaft ocean, feents, as &

it were to have been placed there by Providence, for
the reception and ftheltér of weather-beatén fhips i
their return from an Indian voyage. Thete are many
dehightful rivers in this place. It is covered with fitie
trezs, and the air istemperate dand healthy : and after
it was inhabited and cultivated (which we fhall také
norice of afterwards) it abounded in all kind of cattle;
and the foil produced plenty of all forts of fruits and
refrething herbs. It is now rendered tlie moft ufefut
fpot for our people who trade to India. Here they al-
ways take in wood and water for thelr fhips, where
they may likewife have the diverfions of fithing and
hunting, and hy in a fupply of provifions. Nova
having departed trom St. Helena, fet out for Portugal 3
where, after a very favourable and eafy voyage, he
arrived on the 11th day of September 1502, to the
great Joy of Emmanuel and all his people.
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