Tom Johnson, the famous smuggler, adventurer, and inventor of submarines, sketched in 1834 for the publication of Scenes

and Stories by a Clergyman in Debt.



The emperor Napoleon in exile on St. Helena—a depressing prison for a man who had once ruled over most of Europe.



St. Helena made an almost perfect prison for Napoleon: isolated, surrounded by thousands of square miles of sea ruled over by

the Royal Navy, nearly devoid of landing places, and ringed with natural defenses in the form of cliffs.




Longwood, in the damp center of the island, was the emperor’s home for the last six years of his life.




Robert Fulton’s submarine of 1806 was developed from plans paid for by the British, and was probably the inspiration for
Johnson’s designs. The papers were lodged with the American consulate in London and eventually published in 1920. Image:
‘Wikicommons




Charles de Montholon, a French general who accompanied Napoleon into exile, mentioned a plot to rescue the emperor by

submarine in his memoirs.



St. Helena, an island of only 46 square miles, made a secure prison for a dangerous prisoner—or did it?



Sir Hudson Lowe, Napoleon’s jailer on St. Helena, was responsible for the security precautions Johnson sought to evade.




The White House is burned down on the orders of Sir George Cockburn. In 1820, the British admiral would go on to write up
a report on Tom Johnson’s submarine.




Napoleon in death—a sketch by Denzil Ibbetson made on May 22, 1821. The emperor’s demise ended Johnson’s hopes of

using a submarine paid for by the British government to free his country’s greatest enemy.







