This file contains three documents. While ostensibly about the history of the Bruce
family, there are many interesting links into the 19™ and 20" century history of St.
Helena.

The documents are:

Thomas R. Bruce, the Life of a Saint pl
Memories of the Early Island Civil Service, by Robert Bruce pl6
The Soldier and The Harbour Master p20

The items are individually attributed.



ThomasR. Bruce, the Life of a Saint’

by lan Bruce

Thomas Robert Bruce was born at Vinall's House,dliegn Street, in December 1862, the fifth of
Randal and Sabina Charlotte Bruce neé Tracy’s ctiildren’ He was baptised six weeks later at
St James church by the Rev Henry Whitehead. Hisefatvorked all his life on the wharf,
eventually rising to become Harbour Master, and Tas1he was called by all that knew him)
spent much of his time in or on the water, learntmgwim in a little pool on Jamestown beach
called Turtles Pond, which unfortunately no longgeists?

Tom and his Mother, early 1870's

From his stories, he was an extremely lively chitat,example catching feral cats, then tying tin
cans to their tails and releasing them with a efaticross the galvanised roofs of houses in
Jamestown. Again, he and his friends apparentlgyeaj playing “funerals”, a highly insanitary
game using the reusable coffins formally used toy bAfrican slaves who had died in the
Liberated African Establishment (1840-1864). Thikead hinged bottoms that allowed corpses to
be dropped into graves — the game comprised littiegcoffin with children lying inside and then
unexpectedly springing the bottom open to see vandtie occupants would fall out. A still more

" This is a modified version of an article publistsdFriends of St Helena - lan Bruce, ‘Thomas R. Brthe Life of a
Saint’, Wirebird The Journal of the Friends of St Hele8¥%a(2008): 3-20. Full details of the Society,algectives,
publications and considerable other informatiorSoiielena can be seen loitip://www.sthelena.uk.net




awful story was the occasion he and his friends thagh from some of the slave graves in
Rupert’s Bay in the hope of selling them to theroist for the manufacture of false teeth.

As a child, Tom would have seen the devastatioruglbon Jamestown’s buildings by the “white
ant” and was nearly 16 when his father died in 1&7®lovember of the following year, his sister
[Sarah] Leonora Bruce married the captain of a Ne&sdford whaler, Frederick Tripp. She
emigrated to New Bedford in 1881 and Tom often veted how he followed her shortly after,
boarding an American ship as a stowaway and workiagpassage to America, regaling the story
with a vivid description of the challenges posedwicoping with the calls of nature on a bucking
ship of sail in a stiff wind. He worked his passage and was landed at BostmeThe managed
to persuade US immigration officials to allow himtd the country on the proviso he travelled
directly to his sister at New Bedford.

Tom always claimed to have crossed the equatoiniest Documentary evidence has been found
for nine equator crossings from 1887 onward. theyefore presumed that in addition to the above
undocumented voyage, he probably made a secondandesl voyage, probably between 1881-7.

The St Helena Guardian is an important sourceagfraphical information, and it is apparent from
advertisements that Tom was back on the island fewsound 1887 using his musical and
engineering skills to make a living tuning and iepg pianos and harmoniums, probably
operating from his mother’s Napoleon Street hotfée skill in restoring “an organ all in ruins” at
the Cathedral was fully reported by Governor Stateti It is known he led a brass band in
America between 1889-1894 (see below), so it islyikhe developed an interest as a member of
W. D. Grant’s brass band in the late 1880’s. Anotiféhis hobbies was shooting, being mentioned
as Treasurer of the St Helena Rifle Associatioh889.

The first documented evidence for Tom'’s travelsh@igh it was probably his third return trip)
was in March 1889 when he sailed to New BedfordtmnLottie Beard.Arriving in St Helena
roughly twice a year, this American schooner (Capkarquand) brought goods for the island
from the USA and then loaded up with barrels of tal etc. previously landed by whalers on
Jamestown’s wharf. Taking about a dozen passengeeach of her passages to her New Bedford
homeport, the ottie Beardwas important for Saints emigrating to the USAhis was usually a
one-way trip, the ship seldom taking passengefseomutward voyages to St Helena.

Lottie Beard(left) at New Bedford Quay - note barrels of whaileon dock



Once again, Tom lived with his recently widowedesid_eonora in several rented houses. Trade
directories list him as a machinist and we knowrfr@ letter written by one of Leonora’s sons that
Tom worked at the Morse Twist Drill Comparly . .operating a drill that was the finest ingh
plant, it made the very small holes for watches anidles of this character. The work was so very
fine and exacting that he finally gave it up asféwend it affected his eyesight. . He was a man of
many talents, he composed and taught music, cdajdgmy instrument, in fact, he taught pupils
to play the piano, violin, banjo, guitar, and altass instruments, right at our home; he was the
leader of a local brass band and composed sonieeaftarches used by them; he was a wonderful
artist. Once he made a marvelous picture of Tha Bapper. . . This immense canvass was on
display in the large windows of one of the biggspartment stores in New Bedford for a long
time. . . He was quite an amateur magician, anghdxblout at his Lodge or some ladies’ sewing
circle at the churcli. This mention of “his Lodge” is the earliest docuraey evidence we have
that Tom was a Freemason. He is certainly knowmate been a member of the Napoleon Street
lodge No 488 in later years, several houses framrither’'s housé.In May 1893 whilst still in
America Tom’s youngest brother [Narcissus] CampBelic€ arrived from St Helena, also on the
Lottie Beard.He and Leonora continuing to live together for mafsthe remainder of their lives,
Campbell dying in Vancouver in 1974 aged 102.

Documents in New Bedford show Tom embarked for &thia on théottie Beardin June 1894.
He was the only passenger, the voyage took 64 aagsost $3.0n his return to St Helena, he
immediately published advertisements for repaimdng tuning pianos, organs and harmoniums.
Within a couple of months, the newspaper annoutttadTom had repaired the harmonium at the
Cathedral® About this time, he and Benjamin Grant, son ofriee/spaper proprietor, published a
musical score under the name “Cleopatra”. Tom nmaste been reasonably well known as a
musician because he was employed to teach Dinaullpldavian House in the period up to 1895
— relating this story in later years, Tom descrilbexdv Dinizulu's preference was for church
music!’ He was appointed Lieutenant and bandmaster dstldames Church’s Boy’s Drum and
Fife band? and acted as Secretary of the St Helena Brass'Band

Tom had a wide breadth of interests at this tim@. &ample, he seems to have enjoyed the
occasional game of cricket — a newspaper repalaiuary 1896 shows his St James team beating
their opponents by 55 runs to'39- maybe both sides had demon bowlers! He als&edoas
Assistant Overseer of the Poor SociBty.Again, he invited the governor onto the wharf to
demonstrate a new curing process he had develapezkfending the life of locally caught fish
allowing them to be exported at ambient temperatarthe Governor took samples to England but
nothing seems to have come from the itfea.

In September 1896, a British stipleikabound for New York unexpectedly called at St Halem
make emergency repairs. Tom seems to have seigexpfgortunity to travel to America. Marched
to the wharf steps by the Drum and Fife Band, his wertainly a memorable farewElkHe may
have visited his brother and sister at New Bedfatttiough there is a tradition within the family
that he at one time earned a living as a musigiaNdw York. After some months, he sailed to
England and from there returned to St Helena othene Castlén July 1897

Within six months, Tom had been appointed postmagtl effect from January 1898 on a salary
of £100 per annuf - the circumstances leading to his appointmentateknown. There is no
indication that he ever worked for the island’silceervice before this time. He was the fourth of
his brothers to join the island civil service — @go Caleb Bruce was Harbour Master; Charles
Bruce was the Registrar and Government Printersiwiitobert Bruce worked at the Colonial



Office in a wide range of positioi$.As was the case for most Government appointmeatsas
employed on a temporary basis for several yeargil 0905). In January 1899, he was required to
give a £100 bond for the “due discharge of hisekitiwhich were guaranteed by W. A. Thorpe
and by C. E. S. Grant. In August 1899, Tom was m®e onto an Industrial Exhibition
Committee.

One of his early tasks in March 1899 was to re&ri€8,000-worth of obsolete Queen Victoria
stamps for sale to overseas philatelists. Throughimulong career as postmaster, he was paid a
2.5% commission on the face value of all stampd spbverseas buyers over and above his basic
salary. In 1900, his annual salary rose to £1&&aing the considerable increase in mail volumes
following the influx of Boer prisoners and Britistoops.

Thomas R. Bruce, possibly dressed for his weddiB§9

In February 1899, he married Ethel Mary Thorpeesidlaughter of William A. Thorpe, founder
of Thorpe’s business. The wedding was a big affad was attended by Governor Sterndale. The
honeymoon was spent at one of the Thorpe househ@ldsdcote. Tom had a house built at
Briar’'s village, possibly the gift of his father-law because he seldom had significant savings.
Tom named the house “Fair View” when he sold iL®20 and this name will be used heredter.

It still exists, albeit with many changes, andoday occupied by Mr Fred Williams.



Early View of Briars Village circa 1890’s

Tom and Ethel had four sons: William Thomas, banuiry 1900; Stanley Thorpe, born January
1902 (died a year later from acute bronchitis) amds, Donald and Eric, born May 1904. Ethel
must have been very sick indeed during her laginamecy because she died at the age of 25 from
TB, only three months after the twins’ birth. Seduried next to her short-lived son Stanley in the
Thorpe family plot at Knollcombe cemetery. Ethdbsher took over the upbringing of her three
surviving sons from Tom. It is not known how willily Tom entered into this arrangement, but
there is little doubt these sons benefited fronaffilment upbringing, private tuition on the island
and public school education in Englaiid.

As described in Emily Jackson’s book, sometime teeftP03 Tom produced a well-known oil
painting of the 1846 rollers catastrophe involvitige wrecking of 13 ships off Jamestown
harbour®



Tom's Painting of the 1846 Rollers Catastrophe

Tom little knew that his second father-in-law, SErgt George Lovelace, had arrived at St Helena
in 1902 working in the army warehouse as part ef Alnmy Service Corps (ASC). George was
posted to the island a second time in 1906, thie tbringing his wife and six children on the
Braemar Castlé* His wife was introduced to Tom at one of the goeels monthly receptions at
Plantation House and she made a point of introduicer eldest daughter Edith to Tom at the Post
Office the next day, then located at the fronthef €astle where the IT Centre operates tétay.

Location of Post Office circa 1900 when Boer PressrArrived



Despite their age difference (Tom was 26 yearsrdlien 15-year-old Edith), the two were soon
going for long walks round the island together. tkdater said her parents did nothing to
discourage the romance, regarding him as relatigéflyent with several house servants and a
well-paid job. It should perhaps be added thougt ith 1907, coincident with the departure of the
last British troops, and in line with pay cuts suéfd by many other island civil servants, Tom's
salary was reduced by £14 to £126 per annum anehlenot to have a wage increase for another
13 years. This courtship was rudely interruptedhsy fact that in July 1906 Edith’'s father was
caught making a false entry on a rettffthis was rapidly followed by a string of otheraftes -
the army threw the book at him! He was court-nafigd in August, reduced to the ranks and
ordered back to Britain on the next available sfipm and Edith rapidly announced their
engagement before she returned to England (siiligh#escribed as one of seven children in the
island newspap@) with her family in early September.

Tom must have wondered whether he would ever sath Edjain, but Edith received no
discouragement from her parents and she set o8tfetelena in th&MS Galekanearly two years
later in April 19082 Unbeknown to Edith, the previous February Tom lbathined special
dispensation from Bishop Edward Cannan to marnhout banns, enabling the couple to be
married the day she arrived, the congregation cmgrin fairly equal numbers his family and
friends on his side and a great many of the stpp'ssengers on her side of the chdichhey
lived at Briars in Fine View house, where my fathearman Tracy Bruce was born in July 1909,
the birth being assisted by Dr Arnold. The follogiiyear the family moved to the house of Tom’s
birth in Napoleon Street so they could take cardisfelderly mother. After the birth of their
second child George in September 1910, Edith wHgigmtly run down for Dr Arnold to send
her to New Longwood House, then being used asaa@umm, for 2-3 months. Her condition may
not have been helped by the fact that whilst she also looking after her mother-in-law during
her pregnancy, Tom was heavily involved in formBigice’s Brass Band, which first performed
in February 1916° In addition, about this time, he was described'aas active and energetic
deputy” to Dr Arnold (then the acting Governor)tae Overseas Club.At all events, Tom’s
sister, Sabina Vinall, returned from Vancouveraket care of their mother - Sabina continued to
live at the house until her death in 1945.

Officers’ Quarters Circa 1913 (now Pilling Prima&ghool)



Tom and Edith’s third child Ronald, today the oalyrviving member of his generation, was born
in September 1912. A few months later, the famibwed to the Officers Quarters (now the Pillin
Primary School). It is believed the post office rdvrom its position in front of the Castle to its
present location towards the end of 184%vith the outbreak of war, a garrison of troops was
brought in. The army therefore needed the Offi€@usrters so, following the birth of their first
daughter Vera in December of that year, the famibywed to the first floor of the post office. Tom
was given free quarters and it is suspected thee saay have been true for his rooms at the
Officers Quarters.

Family Photographed on the Balcony

My father recalled that all their food was cookedwoodstoves with internal light provided by
paraffin lamps and candles. All water for cookimgl avashing was sourced from filtered water in
tanks run off the post office roof. The First Wokar seems to have shaken few if any parts of
the British Empire less than St Helena and thers wansiderable social life with parties,
gatherings and a monthly invitation to Plantatioaue for government officials. Tom’s brass
band regularly played under the trees at the tojlaih Street and sometimes from the family’s
first floor balcony at the Post Office. Performasiaeere usually timed to coincide with the full
moon so that players could better read their scdresy was able to send off for uniforms with
money raised from these concerts.
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i L e Brecece 2D5nA, (75,
Bruce’s Band, 1919 (17 men absent, Tom seatede&)entr

The image below shows the band leading the troopthe fourth anniversary of the outbreak of
the war - it looks a festive rather than a mourefdasior’

Two other children were born at the Post OfficedaAn 1918 and Ernie in 1922. In addition to
his Brass Band interests, Tom was also involvedaweral other activities. For example, he
remained a member of the Overseas Club and isdedass entering shooting competitions in
1920. He was appointed manager of the St Helena@akund (later named the Savings Bank) in
November 1920 at an annual salary of £40.

Because of his brother Robert’'s many other respditieis, Tom was unofficially delegated to
work as Harbour Master some time after Robert wamimted to that position in 1963As a
result, Tom was heavily involved in the wreckagehef Norwegian ship The Spangereid (captain
Thorstensen), a large iron sailing ship, in SepeEmi®20. Carrying a cargo of coal that caught
fire, the ship was manoeuvred close to the shotie funk with about six foot of decking above
sea level. Dynamite was then used to open a hodhlieg a large proportion of the cargo to be
extracted using a make-piece grab made out of tesl plates. Nevertheless, many Saints were
also able to gather large quantities of coal washgednto the beach over the succeeding mofiths.
Considerable quantities of goods were also resamdl were auctioned off the following



November “under the trees” — purchasers were redu pay customs duties on all items, which
were deemed as imporfs.

Bruce’s Band Leading Garrison, 4 August 1918

Because of his artistic skills, Tom was asked tenstidesigns for a stamp to celebrate the end of
the war. Tom’s rough designs for the peace stahwfitst to feature the ship and rocks badge
emblem, were discovered by the St Helena Museu&0@5>" This never came to anything but
several years later Tom was asked to create ardésigeplace the 1912 George V edition.
Featuring several similarities in design to thedeestamp and issued in 1922, this was used for the
next 15 years until the crowning of George V1 (imdglow). Tom never received payment for
his work, which was assumed to form part of higydig Postmaster.

The departure of Tom and his family from St Helstratched over a period of eleven years and is
now described in some detail because it well itatss the unusual employment situation at that
time — that in the 1920’s a much better living cbble made at St Helena than England. The
decision to leave the island was made followingi@from Dr Arnold that their eldest daughter
Vera, who was frail with a heart condition, woukteive better medical attention in England. A
visit by Edith’s mother in 1920/1 provided the oppaity for Vera to be taken to England. They
decided Vera’'s eldest brother (my father) shouldoagpany her on The Braemar Castle in
February 1921. A tape left by Edith makes cleat thavas planned the whole family would
shortly follow these two children, initially withdith setting up a home whilst Tom sent money
out from St Helena. However, this plan was delalggdEdith’s pregnancy with her last child,
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Ernie. Disaster struck during this period whenttlmgiuse at Briars village was badly damaged by
fire.

Tom’s 1919 and 1922 Stamp Designs

If this fire was a disaster, much worse was toofell Around the time Edith and her four
remaining children finally left the island in AptiB22, her father was briefly jailed for embezzling
money at the sub-post office he and his wife warening outside Chichester. Edith’s mother and
eight children (Vera, my father plus six of Edittyeunger siblings) were forced to move to a
small house. Edith and her children arrived shattgr. All her money appears to have been used
to pay off the debts arising from her father’s dotin. Edith therefore had no choice other than
to move herself and four remaining children in witr mother.

The household was now so crowded (two adults ana@hll&ren) that my father and his two

boisterous younger brothers had to live outsideltsting from the winter in an upturned packing
case, only being allowed indoors to sleep. Fortikadly affluent children used to the mild St

Helena climate, this was hard enough, but far warae the fact that there was so little money in
the household that my father and his two brothpesmsmuch of their free time scavenging for
food out of dustbins and grubbing root vegetablesnf nearby fields. Lacking the funds, an
immediate return to St Helena was not an optiotodk several months before Tom could raise
enough money from the island to allow Edith to iestie her family, moving to a series of rented
houses along the south coast between Littlehamatah Worthing. Money was always short
thereafter, but never as critically scarce as wdtenlived with her mother.

Meanwhile, at St Helena Tom disposed of most of ftivaiture by auction, from which it is
inferred he no longer qualified to have the poficefaccommodation, and so moved in with his
sister at Vinall's House. His stay was lengthengdhe need to send Edith fresh funds but he
eventually resigned as Postmaster in April 1923nést unusual document dated the 5th April
bears the signatures of 21 members of Tom’'s Freemasodge expressing their sincere regret at
his departure and wishing him a safe and happyisaumith his family. One of the signatories of
this document was his eldest son Willie. A few diaysr, the brass band played a farewell concert
in Tom’s honour.

In May, he left St Helena on th&uildford Castle for what he thought was the last time,
accompanied by his brother Robert and family whoeveenigrating to America. The departure of
these two talented brothers was greeted with sosmeay by the newspaper. Commenting on
Tom, the Guardian statedDtrring his tenure of office his department has beerked by the
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highest efficiency combined with altogether exoeti consideration for the convenience of the
public. Outside his official duties Mr Bruce is amof many accomplishments. He has acquired a
high degree of skill in music and painting. To @mergy and enthusiasm in the face of much lack
of support, we owe the existence of the only bamtefena possesses. . . . It should be gratifying
to him to leave behind him a gratifying and gra¢efiemorial in his own department. In any work
requiring mechanical skill Mr Bruce was at home ananany other ways showed originality and
ability. It also stated thatDuring this long and faithful stewardship he hasdmanany friends and
we can add, what is most unusual in a small pldee $t Helena namely, that during that lengthy
period hasgsmade no enemies. Always cheerful, coustand ready to oblige he has been an ideal
official . . :

When reunited with his family at Littlehampton, Taapidly realised the difficulties he faced to
earn sufficient to support his family, concluding ¢tould earn more in St Helena. He returned to
the island on th&uildford Castlein October 1923 and immediately placed advertisésnenthe
local newspaper offering his services as a piambagan tuner. A few months later in February
1924, Tom was exceptionally lucky and regaineddids job as Postmaster. This followed the
resignation of George Moss, who had had difficsltravelling each day from his country house to
Jamestown. Tom’s reappointment was dated fromgh&dbruary; his salary remained unchanged
at £190 per annum and his duties again includedntiieagement of the Savings Bank. All known
philatelic sources fail to mention this nine-motuteak in his service as Postmaster. Tom also
received a letter in February 1924 from the Homic®fin London advising he was to receive the
Imperial Service Medal in recognition of his longrngce as Post Master. The presentation was
made by the Prince of Wales, the future Edward, ¢ following June. The following October,
Tom finally succeeded in selling his Fair View heus Mrs Alice Benjamin for the princely sum
of £25.

Visit by Edward Prince of Wales, June 1924
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He reached his 65th birthday on 4th December 192 %brked an additional year beyond this —

his annual pension of £84.11s.8d dates from theJ&tiuary 1929, although the records show he
finished work a few weeks later, on the 31st JanuBinere is no record of his departure from St

Helena but it is very likely he left about Februdi929. Once again, he must have thought this
would be the last time he would see the island.

Arriving back in England to his family, now living Worthing, Tom yet again found it difficult to
find sufficient work. Discussing their options, Bds mother suggested the family should move to
Croydon in South London, then a rapidly expandmgrt, where job prospects should be better.
Whilst Croydon was certainly a better location ttegir children to find work, at his age and in the
teeth of the great depression Tom was eventualbetbback to the conclusion he could probably
bring more money into the household from St Heldgrem Croydon. He sailed from London in
December 1929, again on taiildford Castle and worked on the island for the next 18 months,
this time as a general engineer and carpenterfiltissight of St Helena was from the decks of
theLlangibby Castlen the 14th June 1931.

He moved his family from central Croydon to neaNyrbury until finally moving a few miles
away to Thornton Heath in 1933/34. He continuedam a little extra tuning pianos, his pension
from St Helena remaining unchanged until the daglibd.

Apart from growing potatoes amongst Edith’s flowessmewhat to her irritation, Tom was never
much interested in gardening. His interests coetinto lie in the area of engineering. He built a
large wooden shed that he used as a workshop &pentey shop, equipping it with a wood and
metal lathe with which he spent many happy hoursking/playing. He created a large assembly
of model ships set at full sail in corked bottlesl awith his active mind, regularly drew up designs
for perpetual motion machines, normally based dimgpball bearings. He even once wrote to the
War Office during the war with a snorkel-style ider@abling British submarines to extend their
period submerged.

For leisure, Tom also enjoyed the football poolskimg several small wins that buoyed his
optimism and, in the 1950’s, was introduced toviloeders of television. By this time, most of my
generation knew both our grandparents very wellwide always keen to show us his photograph
albums of St Helena and we all have strong memaofisseing images of an island with strangely
shaped rocks named Lot and Lot’'s Wife, barren maiarglopes and a heart-shaped waterfall.

I well remember a small party in December 1956 igivg Edith to celebrate Tom’s 94th birthday.
By this time, he was a little frail but still velert and ambitious to reach his one-hundredth
birthday. To the end, he would do physical exescemad was always able to touch his toes. Alas, a
few days later over the Christmas period he dewslggrute prostrate problems and died several
days later. Edith spent much of next two decadssirng friends and relatives, finally dying in
November 1975. Tom and Edith are buried togeth@raydon cemetery, Tom’s deepest desire, to
someday return to the island of his birth, remajninfulfilled.

1. Vinall's House is located opposite the Commugigntre on Napoleon Street and is named after Mr;m&ab
Vinall, Tom’s eldest sister, who continued to lthere until her death in January 1945.

2. Turtles Pond was still in existence during nthéa's day. He described the way the sea flowed thestop of
the rocks, keeping the pool water fresh. My fatietaited that it was destroyed by a rock fall causethe vi-
bration of guns being fired in the cliffs abovehistprobably occurred during the First World WahneTeafter
my father and his brothers had to walk round ttredlend to Rupert’s Bay for their swimming.

13



©oNo

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.

For obvious reasons, there is no documentaryf @toSt Helena of this voyage and neither theipeegate nor
name of the ship are known.

R. A. Sterndale, “St Helena in Extremis”, 1894.

An article about the importance of thettie Beardto the island was published in the St Helena Gaar@nd
April 1891. As an example of her cargo, the 20tht&amber 1894 edition of this newspaper stated.ttte
Beardhad left for New Bedford with 453 barrels of fisth@mprising 180 barrels of sperm oil from t8an-
beam 267 barrels of sperm and fish oil from flatina and six barrels of black fish oil from ti&reyhound.
Documentation at the New Bedford Whaling Museum alsmws that a proportion of goods carried on the
ship was specifically earmarked for a number ohaivho had previously placed orders from St Helena
Letter written by one of Leonora’s sons, Willpfy, in the 1960’s.

The present day lodge still use an undated Nergter Lodge Scroll bearing Tom’s signature aspiater.
Family tradition tells that his harbour masther, who was very friendly with the master of shé
Narcissus gave Narcissus Campbell Bruce his first name

New Bedford Whaling Museum, Ship Logs, Lottie Bedrhe log showed the ship was becalmed off the
American coast for several days and had to be tammetb sea by a steam ship. Tom'’s arrival wasntegdan
the St Helena Guardian, 6 September 1894.

St Helena Guardian, 4th October 1894.

This Dinizulu story is sourced from family fst, no documentary evidence has been found ferdaim.
According to Barbara George, who is presently res@ag Dinizulu, he moved from Moldavian House to
Francis Plain in 1895 - it seems unlikely Tom wohéve travelled there from Jamestown to teach ito@op
St Helena Guardian, 16th January 1896.

St Helena Guardian, 23rd April 1896.

St Helena Guardian, 2nd January 1896.

For example, St Helena Guardian, 16th April6L89

St Helena Guardian, 21st May 1896.

St Helena Guardian, 7th September 1896.

Castle Line passenger lists, Doune Castle, 18%tad fromasww.findmypast.com all other ship embarka-
tion documents are derived from the same sourcey'Sarrival reported in St Helena Guardian 8th 1.897.
All records regarding Tom’s employment haverbseurced from government “Blue Book” records at
Jamestown archives.

See Wirebird No 36, Spring 2008, pp 16-21 fticke by Robert Bruce, “Memories of the Early Isla@iVil
Service”.

Confusingly, the house was normally referredgdThe Briars” within the family, a name that isl stsed by
Fred Williams but which is all too easily confuseith name of the village and with Briars Pavilion.
William Bruce, known as “Willie” by the familyparried Caroline Grant in 1926 and remained on $triéde
working at Cable & Wireless until his early deathlBv6. Donald and Eric Bruce were witnesses to &vlli
A. Thorpe’s death from a fall down a precipice 818 and both eventually left St Helena. Donald wdrks a
clerk at Chelmsford Hospital. Eric subsequent Bfeimclear since he gave contradictory claims aled &bout
his wartime activities and later career. He die&auth Africa.

This painting is portrayed in several books, ehrliest of which is Emily L. Jackson’s somewttaiotic book
“St Helena the Historic IslandJackson, Ward Lock & Co, London, 1903. It is ilhaséd opposite p 16 and
discussed on p 250.

Braemar Castle embarkation papers; St Helenad@na6Gth January 1906.

The location of the Post Office is clearly ddsed by Emily Jackson iBt Helena the Historic Islang 158.
The post office was located on the wharf at anagokriod, possibly near the Customs House.

Army records kept for soldiers discharged fitbm First World War, recorded on microfilm storddtee
Public Record Office, Kew, London.

St Helena Guardian, 7th October 1906.

RMS Galeka embarkation documents, April 190848ena Guardian 23rd April 1908.

The marriage certificate and all the documerdgated ahead of the marriage, including the Galglassenger
manifest, gives Edith Lovelace’s age as 18, butvgheeactually only 17 when she married.

The first performance by the band was repdrtede St Helena Guardian on the 17th February 1@hGthe
14th April of that year, the newspaper reported Tdaying a most unusual brass instrument, a tubepho
St Helena Guardian, 12th October 1911. The s&aar Club was a patriotic association of membershako
travelled and lived abroad and that welcomed visitoto its folds.

The present post office was for many years asdatie Officer's Mess. After the final withdravedlthe
garrison in 1907 it was used as the Government Babteol . Hugh Crallan’s authoritative 1974 repdstdnd
of St Helena. Listing and Preservation of Buildief#\rchitectural and Historic Interest” unfortunitenis-
takenly describes it a%A fine building, originally the Officer's Mess andkesigned by a Victorian military
engineer”.However it is at least 50 years older than thisleasonstrated in Robin Castell’'s 1998 “St Helena
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33.

34.

35.

36.
37.

38.

Illustrated” which includes a 1787 drawing of thélBing by Ozias Humphrey when it was the Lieutenan
General’s house.

It would be interesting to know why this pragies assembled on this date. It was probably nading for the
war memorial on the wharf, which presumably did exist by this date, and it is difficult to belietree out-
break of this terrible war was actually being cedédd.

This is family tradition - no St Helena goveemhdocumentary evidence that Robert's delegateHdnisour
Master duties to Tom have been found.

| heard this story about the Spangereid fronfatiyer, who happened to be one of the first tatlsedurning
ship from the wharf approaching the island — he aisidly recalled the stupendous sight of threstirig
German dreadnoughts some years earlier in Febhi®dry.

St Helena Guardian, 6th November 1921.

The origin of St Helena'’s ship and rocks badgencertain. The design was probably influenced Qyth
century ship (with a high poop) and rock drawingdiby the East India Company for the colony’s pusdial
since the 1680’s. The ship carries three furlels gai each of the three masts, a pattern thaséswded for the
ship design in J. C. Mellis’ “St Helena” book in B&nd Emily Jackson'’s “St Helena” in 1903. However,
these later design feature a more modern shipapiglilating from the late 18th century. In 191@ @olo-
nial Office published an official book of British exseas flags, badges and arms showing a ship euth f
furled sails on the fore and mid masts and thréde g@a the rear mast. This pattern of sails wasl usethe
1913 St Helena Almanac, on Tom’s 1922 stamp astllisised to the present day.

St Helena Guardian 17th March 1923 and 5th MeAB.
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MEMORIESOF THE EARLY

ISLAND CIVIL SERVICE
by Robert Bruce

Introduction and Notes by Ian Bruce

The following is taken from a typescript copy of aticle written in the 1930s for an American
newspaper by Robert Bruce (see photo), one of rmanpdfmther's younger brothers. The exact
publication details are not recorded. Born at Jato@s in 1868, Robert rose mg rapidly through the
ranks of the St Helena civil service. He startedaaslerk in March 1885, a little before his
seventeenth birthday. Throughout his career, heagdroperated in the Colonial Office, attached to
the Governor's Office. Initially responsible fortkollection of government rents, within a few gear
he was promoted chief clerk at the Colonial Officel thereafter signed the majority of government
proclamations, including the announcement of hig ewpointment to supervise the 1891 census. In
1894, he became responsible for the collectioslahd taxes in addition to rents. Simultaneousty, h
was appointed Deputy Registrar of births, marriagad deaths.

He reached a turning point in the island's sociat§896 when, still only aged 28, he was appoimated
magistrate and JP. In 1899, he was paid an addaig@remium to cover the extra duties involved
with the arrival of Boer prisoners of war. On theieparture in 1903, Robert was promoted to one of
the top civil service jobs, Colonial Treasurer,wsll as Harbour Master. Three years later, he was
also appointed as Shipping Master. He retainedehmssts throughout the difficult years of the First

" This is a modified version of an article publishsdFriends of St Helena - lan Bruce, ‘Memorieshaf Early Island Civil
Service',\Wirebird The Journal of the Friends of St Hele8&(2008): 16—21. Full details of the Societyalgectives,
publications and considerable other informatiorSoiiielena can be seen loitp://www.sthelena.uk.net




World War until his retirement. Two of his sonsvietled to America after the war and presumably
wrote to him describing the county's superior ediaceal and employment prospects. Accordingly,
aged 54, Robert resigned from all his governmestgpand in April 1923 emigrated with his wife and
five other children to America. He made his hom&atsas, Missouri, and worked for a bank (the
Commerce Trust Co.) until his retirement and refally early death in 1937.

To those who have lived their lives in the hearaafreat continent away from the sea, the ships and
the glamour and spirit of adventure that goes widgm, it may be somewhat boresome to read the
ravings of one who was born and brought up witkghtsof them and surrounded by them. Therefore,

I will attempt to confine myself to the realistindanot the idealistic.

St Helena stands by itself like a sentinel amorg laters of the stormy Atlantic, about fifteen
degrees below the Equator, directly in the patthefcooling trade winds, the path of roses for the
now almost extinct windjammer. The unprepossessiifig and rocky coast gives some promise of
the beauty of the interior, but convey aptly thimdss of such a place as the forced residence of
England’s political prisoners, among whom | may tr@nNapoleon Bonaparte, General Cronje of
the Boer army, with a large humber of his followdPsince Dinizulu, prince of the Zulu tribe, the
finest, both physical and moral tribes now existenSouth Africa, and the latest, the Sultan of
Zanzibar, who, with his retinue of wives and setsawas confined there during the late First World
War.

The island has changes hands several times ssdedovery by the Portuguese on May 21st, 1502,
who gave it the names St Helena, in honour of Sémte mother of Constantine the Great, whose
birthday it was. The Dutch have had possessiohefdland twice, but it finally fell into the handé

the British who have held it until this day, itage of their oldest possessions. Many of the safars
these early disputes may still be seen, and sontheofortresses built by the Portuguese are still
standing: So you see my island home is quite historicaltgriesting.

Among some of the other points of interest, | magntion ‘Jacob’s Ladder’ which mounts the cliff
on the west side of the town, Jamestown, it is @88 in length with 700 steps, and is said to lge th
longest structure of this kind in the world. Thea€Cof Arms of the East India Company cut in solid
rock at the entrance to the town through an angerttullis is over the moat built by the Portugeies
to protect the town from invasion. The Mecca of tihwrists, however, is the Tomb where Napoleon’s
body rested for from the time of his death untild84/hen it was removed to Paris. The site of the
tomb, about 40 acres, is very beautiful, and at ttme Barnum, the noted American circus man
attempted to purchase it with the intention of mgkiit a show place. These attempts at
commercialism led the French Government to purctizs@roperty. A French consul is now resident
at the island and controls the interests of hissgowment. At the tomb a registry of visitors is kept
which is very interesting, among the signatureseigin this registry are those of the Duke of
Connaught, Empress Eugenie of Full R, the Princ&/afes and many other celebrities. Some two
miles from the Tomb are the two houses connectdld Mapoleon’s sojourn on the island, the one
where he lived and died, and which is kept in draes state as when the Emperor lived there, even to
the colour of the wallpaper, and the other whicls Waing rushed to completion at a cost of about
seventy thousand pounds ($350,0000) at the tintesofleath in 1821. This house was renovated at
the close of the Great First World War and hopeashigh that it would be the residence of the Kaiser
for the rest of his life.

If | were a Floridian or a Californian, | might lable to describe aptly the beauties of the intebat

as | am writing this for citizens of the “Show-M¢ag&” | will have to be conservative. However sit i

a fact that roses and other plants that thriverigl&d and the northern countries thrive almost as
luxuriously among the numerous species of trodioaters and plants, many of which are indigenous
to the island. Geraniums grow wild and cover soiinthe hills, while in the valleys, scarcely a mile
away, Arum lilies for which we would pay a dollarmore each here in Kansas City, stretch from the
heads of the small streams almost to the sea shore.



Is it any wonder that the people who live there @stented and satisfied, sometimes too much so.
They have an efficient government and practicatlyaxes. Fish in unlimited quantities and in great
variety may be had for the catching, and the laelily its abundance with little labour and lesdski
Please do not think that | am trying to sell yoe tdea of an earthly paradise, we had many
disadvantages, petty bickerings, and, especialiynduhe late war, some politics.

Among these surroundings, a few hundred yards fr@rsea, | was born and brought’ubs a boy

the greater part of my time was spent on or in &gt It was only natural that when | grew up |
should turn to the sea and its associations forirgl For thirty years | served in the employ bét
British Government, and held among many other mrstthose of Harbour Master, Colonial
Treasurer and Magistrate. During that time | serg@dctly under fourteen governors, the last of
whom was Colonel Robert Peel, grandson of the nteglish statesman who defended the cause of
the American colonists, in the English Parliamesfobe and during the Revolutionary War.

During the Civil War of 1860, vessels of both thedBral and Confederate parties made use of the
port of Jamestown (St Helena) as a rendezvousake bn coal and water. In many cases the
commanders of these ships were friends, and avo@@deth other purposely, sometimes leaving
messages for each other. An ex-union soldier, FFdagg, recently died at St Helena, he was a great
friend of mine, and it used to be my duty of Juesti€ the Peace to sign his regular pension pafiers.
was particular coincidence that on the day of kitkd an American cruiser arrived at the port, &ed t
Commander buried the old soldier with full militamgnours in that distant party of the world. Before
the opening of the Suez Canal large numbers ohgaiessels called at the island, the majority of
them of American register. This necessitated thab#shment of an American consulate. The last
consul resident there was R. P. Pooley, and heawasicle of mine. The consulaigas the meeting
place of all the captains and many were the dnmodicdotes told, amid the musical blink of bottle
against glass. Perhaps this one is a good exaaifleugh | will not vouch for its veracity. Captain
Flanders, of an American whaler was relating how day he had encountered a swarm of locusts
near the ‘Doldrums’ within sight of the African ciaso humerous that they seemed like storm clouds
and so voracious that they ate all the sails frasnvlessel, leaving her under bare masts. Captain
Wicks, one of the listeners, replied that he wathensame latitude and longitude that very same day
and encountered this swarm of locusts and that aadhevery one of them wore a pair of canvas
trousers. Most of these captains recruited thaiwsrfrom the natives of the island, by this means
many of them migrated to New Bedford.

It was part of my duty to look after all maroonsitk or shipwrecked sailors. To tell you aboutlad
different characters and the many experiences weugjdire several volumes. | have had to look after
Chinamen, natives of the West Coast of Africa amshynother nationalities, some of them very bad
men. The periods of the Boer War and the Great When large numbers of war and troop ships
made use of the port, were stirring times. Mosthese ships were moving under sealed orders and
their destinations were often unknown even by tfieers of the ship. At one time | boarded the
convict ship “Success” which | believe now liedvitwaukee, Wisconsin, as a show place. This ship
is a living testimony to the brutalities practiogobon the convicts being taken to the penal coloinies
Australia. The broad arrow, the sign of the conweas painted all over the ship, even on the sails,
and the original instrument of torture, such asdhato-nine-tails with iron ball at the end of each
thong of leather. The rack and thumb screws, widiérgact. In many of the cells there were eféigi

of noted prisoners chained to the bulwarks.

The opening of the Suez Canal was a great blowe@tosperity of St Helena, this with the falling
off of the whaling industry in the waters of theuleern Atlantic and Antarctic Oceans, are the main
reasons for the great decrease in the shippinggait our port.

My humble efforts during the whole period of thee@r War were rewarded with the Honour of the
lllustrious Order of the British Empire awarded the King in recognition of special services
rendered.



It was with no little feeling and compunction, that1923 | retired from the Civil Service of the
British Government, and decided to leave the istandive my younger children the advantage of a
higher education, and the opportunities offerethewider fields of the world. It seemed naturatth
coupled with the fact that | already had two sdvesé, |1 should pick the United States of America.

In the spring of 1923 | started on the first lapoofr long trek, the voyage to London. | renewed
acquaintance with many of the civil and militanfioérs who had taken part in the Boer War, and
who had subsequently taken up service in SoutlcAfitOn our way to London we visited Tenerife,
an island off the northwest coast of Africa, it veasonderful little island, flowers and fruits ses
to grow in great abundance and variety. We staydmonths in London, visiting and securing our
papers necessary for our entrance into the Uniteig S

The passage across the Great Pond was our negt $iag ocean voyage to Quebec was uneventful
except for a delay due to icebergs. Personallyd glad of this delay as it gave me the opportupity
see one of these gigantic masses of ice that ateasmenace to shipping. It was a wonderful sight t
see the berg in the early morning sun, scintiltafike a great jewel. Our trip up the St Lawrence
River to historical Quebec in its picturesque sundings was a delight | would give much to
participate in again. We were delayed at Quebeth&yamerican Commissioner of Immigration, but
were soon given permission to enter the Statesakffeed at Detroit on early morning of July 4th,
1923, to the burst of firecrackers and noisemakdrstwo sons met us there, and we were soon
settled, however, a month later my wife’s brotheme from Kansas City, Missouri, to visit us and
extended us the invitation to come to “Heart of Aice&’, which we did. The many friends we have
made and the blessings we have enjoyed, have @md/ime that my move was indeed a good one,
although | must admit, there are times when wéoaly for a sight of the blue sea.

Notes:

1. Neither this, not any other structures, surfieen the days of the Portuguese.
2. Vinall's House, opposite the Community Centrélapoleon Street.

3. Now the Consulate Hotel.



THE SOLDIER AND THE HARBOUR MASTER'

By lan Bruce

This is the story of two of my ancestors, fathed @on, each sharing the same name of George
Randal Bruce and each playing a minor role in Sehts history.

The Father - Soldier

George Randal Brutevas born in St Mary’s parish, central Dublin, ardu.784-1788.Letters from
one of his sons and grandsdbtmgether with ecclesiastical records from St Mamghurch in Dublin
suggest his household lived on Little Mary Streét,0’Connell Streef. George’s ancestors were
probably Ulster Scots and it is known from the addetters his immediate forebears were
involved in the dangerous business of “land gragbin the southern counties of Irelaid.

As reflected by his initial employment as a cletklCaublin’'s Custom House, he may well have
received a good educatiérin early 1804, he sailed from Ireland to Liverpamévelled to London
and signed up as a soldier serving with the Horlmargast India Company. Letters from one of his
sons suggest he was ambitious to make his cardedim If true, this displayed a degree of naiyety
there being little opportunity for an ordinary E¢Gldier to achieve fame or fortune.

Recruited on 27 March for an unlimited service, Kopaid from 20 March, whatever military
ambitions he may have had in India will have beasheéd when he was embarked at Portsmouth on
boardThe Marquis of Cornwalligor transportation to St Helena. This ship, alseadtorious for the
cruelties meted out to convicts back in 1796 wheaduas one of the first convict transportations to
Australid, sailed on 2 April. The voyage to St Helena todknkeeks, George landing on the island on
23 July 1804 when he was enlisting into the St hielegiment.

Marquis of Cornwallis®

" This is a modified version of an article publisisdFriends of St Helena - lan Bruce, ‘The Soldied the
Harbour Master'Wirebird The Journal of the Friends of St Helet#a(2013): 23-38. Full details of the
Society, its objectives, publications and considkrather information on St Helena can be seen on
http://www.sthelena.uk.net




He joined the St Helena infantry under the commai@aptain Charles SampsdiThe regimental
muster lists for this company are very fragmentée, first to carry his name only appearing 18
months later in the final quarter of 1805, by whtehe he was already a corporal. His companies
muster lists for the next two years are also miggdiit this was mainly because it was operatingrawa
from the island for much of that period. His wassoof several companies from the St Helena
regiment transported with regular British troopsépture Buenos Aires. He was to have his military
adventures after all, not in Asia but in South Aiteer being one of nearly 300 infantry and 100
artillerymen from the St Helena regiment transpbiftem the island in a British fleet on 21 May
1806.

Space does not permit a full description of therRiseAires misadventur8 The success in capturing
the city on 27 June and the taking of over a nmillemd quarter dollars in prize money was followed
by catastrophe six weeks later when the city waap®ired by native South American forces. As a
non-commissioned officer, George would have beerchea with other troops as a prisoner of war
into the interior countryside.

British surrender by General Beresford, Buenos Airs 18068*

In response, Britain sent out fresh troops who essfully captured Montevideo on 3 February 1807,
but attempts to follow this up with the recaptufdBaenos Aires met with another disaster when the
local defence overwhelmed the British. An armissagned on 7 July required all British troops to

leave the country, including the still occupiedyaf Montevideo. The agreement, paralleled by the
later expulsion of Spanish forces from the newlgeipendent Argentina, included an exchange of
prisoners and the re-embarkation of British fortesn Buenos Aires and Montevideo. All released

prisoners and military personnel had boarded Brigkips by 12 July. George and his regiment
presumably returned to St Helena sometime duriadatter half of 1807 although in the fragmented
guarterly Regimental muster lists his name, stilbeporal, only appears a year later in the laattgu

of 1808.

It is not known how the St Helena regiment’s nomaoassioned men fared as POW'’s. Significant
desertions, with POW'’s going “native”, occurred argst the regular troops, mainly of Irish origin,
and many Argentineans can trace their family osgiack to these deserters. For the George’s
company, the muster list for his company a yeaerdfs return comprised roughly 25% fewer men
than before the campaign, indicating substantiaed®ns or casualties. Since the prize money won
when Buenos Aires was first taken was shipped hackngland, each of the returning soldiers



received a small share - corporal George R. Brues waid a total of £29-7s-1%4d in three
dividend payments over the years through to 1813.

Muster lists thereafter are less fragmentary amavdie finally reached the highest rank possibla as

non-commissioned officer of quarter sergeant, eajaivt to today’s sergeant major, by late 1813. His
promotions may well have reflected his clericalllski these would also prove useful in his later
civilian life.

The Napoleonic wars resulted in a significant gitbaning of St Helena’s defences. The strategic
importance of St Helena was well understood, alghoit was several decades before it was known
how real had been the threat of French invasianSdptember 1804, Napoleon drew up plans that
included the capture of St Helena, with the intamtof using it as a base to attack and capture
homebound British shipping.Several accounts have described the systems ehakefdeveloped
during the wars and whilst Napoleon resided onigtend* In practice, these defences never had to
be employed, and it takes little imagination to emstand how crushingly boring ordinary soldiers
must have found their duties manning the coastalida@es and lofty viewpoints. Unlike their
officers, there was no opportunity to organise eots; theatricals or horseraciigEntertainment was
probably limited mainly to female company and tlmmsumption of alcohol. As discussed below,
there is no doubt George and his colleagues folerdiful female companionship. As to drink, heavy
consumption of alcohol amongst members of the $&rderegiment was a major problem during the
wars. Governor Beatson found when he arrived irBld0nkenness rife amongst the population and
troops, a significant proportion of the latter lgehospitalised for alcoholism. As he commentélie “
intemperate use of spirits had raged for more thacentury.™® In 1811, he blocked the import of
spirits from India, also removing the license favdrns to sell spirits, only permitting the civiica
military population to consume lower alcohol beyss such as imported South African wine or
locally produced beer. In consequence, some 25psrqresumably used to spending their leave in
an alcoholic haze, were sufficiently sober to breakof their Jamestown barracks on Christmas Day
1811 with the aim of marching up to Plantation Hoasd seizing the Governor. Approaching their
objective, the mutineers had dwindled to only abésitmen before local troops commanded by
Captain Sampson surrounded them. Since this wahsander, George presumably formed part of
this loyal force, although there is no specific ti@m of his name in the several accounts of this
mutiny. The uprising resulted in the hanging of milvate soldiers and a serge&ht.

Saul Solomort®



He left the regiment just a few weeks ahead of namiing on 11 October 1815 of a battle at
Waterloo and the imminent arrival of a fleet camg/iNapoleon with significant regular British
military forces to guard him. He commenced his igsvworking as a clerk for Saul Solomon who,
with the possible exception of William Thorpe, whe most successful entrepreneur ever to live on
the island® His timing was perfect - he joined the businegsratisely the moment when St Helena’s
population, and Solomon’s trading opportunitiegvgbecause of Napoleon’s presence.

Solomon’s Emporium where he worked was one of #he island locations where members of
Napoleon’s household could mix with the island gapan. As such, the ever-vigilant Governor
Hudson Lowe eyed the shop with great suspicionedddthe Emporium has been describetttees
resort of malcontents and, if not quite a Cave ddillam, at least a Club des Jacobins. Everyone who
had a grievance against Lowe or ReZder a piquant anecdote about Brodker Binghari?,
naturally gathered hither and publicly deliveredrtself of the matter to an appreciative circle. Even
young subalterns and midshipmen were amongst thebeny doubtless out of bravado. Sometimes
mine host himself would set the ball rolling . %*. managed to confirm the location of this shop in
late 2006 using a copy of an engraving sent to yn@revor Hearf* Signed by M. Broadway and
dated 5 November 1811 with the descripti®n Solomon’s Shop taken from the top of Mr Amorett
Young’'s House"the image turned out to be the modern-day RoseCamain grocery store in Market
Street. The perspective of the engraving is fromgh point on the opposite side of the street, but
there are no buildings there today. There are npamyts of similarity, most memorably the small
protuberance near the front bottom corner of thidimg which still exists - it is the miniature red
painted cannon embedded vertically into the bugdin

Solomon'’s Original Emporium, today the Rose & Crown

In June 1818 Hudson Lowe drew up a list of 34 peoplainly in the mercantile trade’ whose
character may render them more or less suspétttolluding with the French, for example, in
helping to smuggle their letters out of the islah8aul Solomon and George Bruce operating from
the Emporium were at the very top of this list o§gects, respectively in first and second places.

The events prompting Lowe to draw up this listdaled a conversation the previous month between
Mr Ripley, captain of the East India sHRegentand Sir Thomas Read®&This threw a spotlight on
how the French were managing to smuggle letterobtite island. Lowe claimed in a letter to Lord
Bathurst’ in London:*“. . after he [Captain Ripley] had landed at St. leiea on the 24th [of May], he



was told by some person (but whom he did not rectlthat, if he consented to be the bearer of a
letter from the French at Longwood, he might reeet600 for so doing; and the money would be
paid by a draft upon the banking firm of Sir Johubbock and Co. He was told that, if he would walk
on the road between Hutt's Gate and Longwood, hddvmeet a person who would deliver both the
letter and the draft, and to whom he would havgite a pledge of secrecy. He was further assured
that two of the commanders of the Company’s slagisdeason had taken letters in a like manner,
and had each received a similar draft on the samma. fSir Thomas Reade several times asked
Captain Ripley to recollect if possible the namehaf person who gave him this information, but he
declared he could not remembeHudson Lowe expressed frustration that Ripleyls@a/e amnesia
about events occurring only a few days earliertadeen more vigorously probed; still more was he
upset he had personally had not the opportunitgtesrogate the captain before tRegensailed.

Lowe then recalled a conversation reported to Hie grevious March between Count Balmgin
Captain Stanfelf and Sir Thomas Reade in which Balmain was quosedaging, Oh! They can
always get letters taken if they pay £600 for iti the event, Lowe was probably correct in his
suspicions, given thatWhen after the emperor’s death, the English offci@ere poking about
in the Longwood apartments to see what they migddoder, they came across a lot of half-
consumed papers in Montholof’syrate. These were rescued and pieced togetherthad
blanks made good. They turned out to be clandestieenoranda from Lewis Solomon to
Montholon dated July 1819 in which the former agpd the Count, among other facts, that his
letter had been forwarded by the Favourite Route?!. Saul Solomon’s brother Lewis was
listed fourth on Lowe’s shortlist of suspects.

George was probably not employed by Saul Solomoohrheyond 1821 because an ex-naval
clerk called William Thomas started to work for 8wmilon in a similar capacity about that
time 3 The manner of William Thomas’s death seven yeatsrlfrom drowning after visiting a
ship suggests George’s work likewise included tops to ships to arrange for the landing of
cargo or shipping of goods. If so, this was thetstd a long association by George and his
descendents with St Helena’s wharf activities.

Given the experience thereby obtained, it is napdaing he ran a retailing operation after
leaving Solomon’s employment. Certainly, this wds bccupation between 1825 and 1836
when records are available in the form of an anmessus, which consistently lists him as a
shopkeepel® In 1820, he inherited £40 from the estate of ohdie ex-military colleagues,
sergeant William Green, which may have helped tadfhis move into retafl It also seems
likely he sold fresh produce in the Market becatrse Island’s Agricultural Society (held in
11th February 1833 but recorded on 13 July 1838&jest ‘An application from Mr Bruce was
received for permission to keep a greenstall in tdethe one relinquished by Mr Tracdy.
Agreed to, provided he enter into the requisite oggtizance to abide by the Market
Regulations.*® The latter required all meat, fish, poultry, edgst and vegetables to be sold in
the market (between sunrise and sunset) - i.edabered to homes or ships.

He does not seem to have been short of female sgmpdthough never marrying, he had at least
nine children by five different females - Mary Les#j Sarah Seaf& Sarah Herculé$ another Mary
and Sarah Smitfl. The baptisms of his first four children recordérm as illegitimate (the
fourth implicitly because the mother’s surname @ baptism was different from the father’s),
but the mothers of the last five children eachmokad to be married to George. This almost
certainly reflected the heavy influence againstgltimacy by the Reverend Richard Bd¥s.
Initially speaking out in his sermons against thmrniorality of high placed officials living with
their mistresses, Boys next waged war from the ipup the number of illegitimate baptisms
taking place on the island. As a result, these renqisteadily fell each year from 198 in 1813
to a low of only seven in 1828.Chaplin innocently claims thestatistics bear their testimony
to the good work of the iconoclastic cleri¥ However, if George’s five youngest children
were typical, it seems more likely the clergy wensufficiently familiar with its flock to



recognise that the wool was being pulled over tlegies by parents claiming to be married
when submitting illegitimate children for baptism.

He seems to have had a role in bringing up alldng of his children. The exception was Sarah
Bruce (baptised 1819), daughter of Sarah Hercldesh mother and daughter being slaves.
Thanks to Colin Fox’s researches, both Sarah Hescahd Sarah Bruce have been identified as
slaves belonging to James Dickson’s estate in T82Ithough then described asigeful at
needlework, etcand valued at £20 (second class), by 1839 Sanaltd8was working as a
prostitute, described as‘nhotorious thief now in jail for théftWhen she died as a pauper in
1903, the registrar was George’s grandson, Ch&tase. In writing out her death certificate,
Charles inserted a prominent question mark agdiestname, suggesting he was puzzled how
she related to hirff.

Records show George owned at least two slavesinguip a 13-year-old boy, Jack Rippon, as
collateral against a loan to a Mr John Cummingss Was a slightly circular arrangement whereby, in
the event of George failing to pay a debt to Mr Gungs, the slave would pass to a Mr Eyre, who
would then presumably pay off the debt.

St Helena December 16th, 1823

| do hereby mortgage to Mr A Eyre for an accounMafJohn Cummings, a slave boy named Jack
Rippon and agree that if the balance of Mr C’s Rilhot paid by the 16th February next that thelsai
boy be sold for his benefit.

(Signed) G R Bruce

Registered this 5th September 1825

A search of slaves drawn up prior to their emartpaa couple of years later in 1827 showed John
Rippon (aged 17, second class, valued at £65) wasob seven slaves owned by Mr Eyre, being
described as “a waiting servant let out for £12ymar”. Therefore, George presumably failed to pay
off his debt by the due date. John Rippon (agedIB®e of Mr Eyre) was buried just a year later on
24 May 1828, according to ecclesiastical record®s€E records also show George owned a second
slave, Margaret, slave of Mr Bruce giving birth to William David Rippon on 9 Janyad 831
(baptised 16 months later on 24 May 1832). This feas years after the emancipation of slaves
started in 1827, so she was late being set'free.

He presumably continued to work as a shopkeepeayutirout this period. The economies
introduced after 1836 when the UK government irlethits first Governor undoubtedly badly
affected retail trade. This may explain why he @uefly fell back on his clerical skills, joining
the island’s civil service as clerk to the harbouaster on 11 June 1839 on an annual salary of
£86-18s-6d”

He was therefore a wharf employee at the time Neqpolk body was exhumed in October 1840.
He was somehow directly involved in the handovett® body because after the coffin had
been boarded onto the French ship, the Prince Deville presented medals to a number of
officials on the wharf, including Georg@This medal left the island with his grandson Rdber
Bruce when the latter immigrated to the USA in 1923

George “Randell” Bruce (aged 58) died 18 montherate was buried in Jamestown on 5
April 1842. This age would suggest he was born ai@84 rather than the year 1788 indicated
from his military records. His headstone has narblcated.

The Son - Harbour Master
George Randal Bruce, son of George Randal Bruddi¢sand shopkeeper) and Sarah Smith, was
born on 1 July 1828 and baptised at St James clurcd8 December of the same year, his mother



claiming to be Sarah Bruce. He was the seventlisdfther’s nine known children. An elder brother,
born some eleven years earlier to Sarah Sealealsagiven the same name, but he died as a two-
year-old in March 1819.

His mother died when he was only seven (August 1888 he was still only 12 when his father died
(April 1842). He spent all his working life workirigpm the wharf, successfully applying for a licens
to operate a passenger boat on 14 June a few maf¢hsis father's deafH.Five years later on 16
June 1847 aged 18 he officially began working foe government as Overseer of Water and
Craneage. This was a position of some respongibd@dmmanding an annual salary of £77 7s 6d.
Several official government Blue Book civil serviexords for the period defined his duties - he was
responsible for supplying the many ships then glit St Helena with supplies such as water, fruit
and meat, as well as offloading goods for the tslakdditionally, he was required to oversee the
transportation of water and provisions to the idlanbatteries. The following painting probably
represents an accurate portrayal of the wharf teaes later in 185%.

Jamestown’s Wharf, 1850

The island’s harbour master, Captain Edward GullRHS retired in 185%3 Whilst most references
state George took over as harbour master, Blue Beosrds tell a different story, only officially
describing him as harbour master in 187Plowever, he was effectively doing the job of aduar
master over the 1851-1872 period, the records wslgdisted him as customs officer, health officer
or overseer of the water cranes, these titles segynthanging almost randomly one to another over
the years?® In short, whilst given the authority and carryihg full responsibility of a harbour master,
he was not salaried as such. St Helena’'s governinaard long tradition, persisting to the presegt da
of awarding its own citizens a lower salary forrpthe same or much bigger job as officials brought
in from the UK. As will be seen, this was certaitrye for George, his salary for directly undentaki

a much wider range of jobs only being £75 per anmompared with the £200 wage paid to his
predecessor, Captain Gulliver.

The multiplicity of his responsibilities is highlitged in an ordinance issued by the island goverbmen
in early 1856 that the customs officer was alsdéorecognised as harbour mastddowever, an
order from the UK Queen’s Council complicated mattey decreeingthat every Ship or Vessel
approaching the Island of St Helena, shall previpus her coming to anchor, be visited by the
Harbour Master and Health Officer . . .The St Helena government therefore issued a second
ordinance declaring the customs officer should #snmeously be recognised as having the status of



both harbour master and health officer. With tHf&c@l recognition that George was undertaking at
least three jobs, maybe even four because he whowrseer of the water cranes, the island
government that year generously boosted his séaf25 to £100. Even when officially given the
title of harbour master, to the end of his caremmias still described as also being the Quarantine
Officer and the Overseer of Craneage and WAter.

He will have been very well aware of the dangerkisfoccupation, his will showing he had taken the
precaution of insuring his life with the StandardeLAssurance. An indication of the difficulties of
the job were provided in the following letter, vielh on 27 June 1864 to the governor by R. M.
Pritchard, then Collector of Customs, from his @dfat Customs House:

At the request of Mr G. Bruce Overseer of Water @nanes | have the honour to transmit
the enclosed application for an increase to hisasaland have the honour to state for the
information of His Excellency the Governor thate thdditional duties performed by Mr

Bruce as Health or Boarding Officer are of a hafagsnature requiring prompt attention at

all times of the day, frequently at night and exgabso all weather, Sundays and Holidays
included. As the other junior officers of this Depaent have been granted an increase to
their salaries | beg to recommend Mr Bruce’s appeahe most favourable consideration of

His Excellency the Governor in the earnest hopé suane attention may be made to his
present income.

| have the honour to be Sir, Your most obedient&dr
R. M. Pritchard

This letter presumably resulted in an increasealarg to £140 in 1865 and to £150 in 1866. His pay
finally peaked at £175 in 1869, remaining the satag¢ic for the next nine years, when he left the
service. He married a widow Sabina Faria neé Tnad855 and the couple had nine children. Four
of their five sons also worked as government dadfii including my grandfather Thomas who was
Post Master for about 30 years from 1898s mentioned above, one of their sons Charles &gbds

the island’s Registrar whilst two others, GeorgdeBGaand Robeff, were in turn appointed the
Harbour Master. When Robert was appointed, thevielig description was given of his fath&vir
Bruce is a son of the late George R. Bruce, Esgbéla Master, who succeeded the late Mr
Gulliver, R. N., in that office, a gentleman whalttimes commanded the very highest respect, and
proved himself a most convenient, active and efiicofficer, and whose love and long valuable

services were recognised by Governor Janisch byapip®intment of his son George Caleb Bruce as
harbour master . . .*!

George Randal Bruce’s Restored Headstone, St PaulZathedral



He resigned in 1878, presumably because of ilithdscause he was then only 49-50. He died on 24
November 1878 from chronic hepatitfsBuried at St Pauls, his gravestone was in an almos
collapsed condition when visited in 2000. My widamily would like to express grateful thanks to
Basil George for organising a complete restoratibthis, my great grandfather’s grave. Our timing
was most opportune because the sites of sevesaglidiited and badly neglected graves seen a decade
ago have since been cleared and reused for modeatsb

! Later generations used “Randal” as the spellingteir middle name. Also, this was how the clesgglt the
name in most ecclesiastical records. However,iglitilitary records used the spelling “Randel”.

2 His military records suggest he was born in 17838lbut the age of 53 quoted for his burial in 18##cates
he may have been born as early as 1784.

3 | should like to thank Robert (Rob) Bruce Soffearent me copies of letters written by George Randa
Bruce’s son Wallace and grandson Robert Randal 8taaelatives (descendents of Wallace’s son
George James Bruce who had emigrated to South &fdacound 1920. Robert was my grandfather’s
younger brother and as Colonial Secretary had acteSt Helena'’s archives. Certainly, he seems to
have been the only member of his generation to khisngrandfather was Irish and not Scottish.

* http://churchrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/reels/d-274-233.pdfAt that time O’Connell Street was known as
Sackville Street.

® The descriptive term of “land grabbers” was adyuabpularised at a later date, after George’shjeiring
Charles Parnell’'s parliamentary campaign to gaiménoule in Ireland in the late 1880s.

® British Library, 10L, Infantry Description Book,8D1-5, L/MIL/9/32, P 4. This record lists GeorgeuBe,
aged 16, height 5 feet 2% inches, born in the pasfsSt Mary’s, Dublin, occupation before
recruitment was Clerk to the Customs.

" A Desperate Set of Villains, The Convicts of tharlylis Cornwallis, Ireland to Botany Bay, 1796; g
Hall, Coogee, N.S.W., Australia, 2000.

& Marquis Cornwallis under sail, 1793, Francois Batar Solvyns, State Library, New South Wales.

® British Library, 10L, Muster Lists, St Helena Rewnt, 1802-5, L/MIL/13/4; 1806-12, L/IMIL/13/6; 18115,
L/MIL/13/7. Charles Sampson died 14 August 1817.

19 An account of this campaign in South America waislished by lan Fletcher, The Waters of ObliviohgT
British Invasion of the Rio De La Plata, 1806-188pgllmount Limited, Stroud, 2006.

| a Reconquista de Buenos Aires, Charles Fouqué&ef®, currently located in the Buenos Aires Cabild
12 National Archives, Kew, WO 164/518-520, Buenose&id 806 Dividends, list of names, Commissariat
Department Royal Artillery, 20th Light Dragoons st Regiment of Foot, St. Helena Artillery, St. Hede
Infantry. | am very grateful to Colin Fox for soimg and copying these references for me.

13 M. A. Thiers, The History of The Consulate and Emepire of France under Napoleon, Johannes Willms
(Translated from the French by D. Forbes Campluelitd. W. Herbert), p. 642, Kessinger Publishind)20
Napoleon & St Helena - on the Island of Exile, HRuslishing, London, ISBN 9-7819-0579-1, pp 48-2007.
1 Trevor W. Hearl, St Helena Britannica - StudieSouth Atlantic History, Edited by A. H. Schulengur
Society of Friends of St Helena, London, 2013 (pf88, 111-114); Ken Denholm, From signal gun telite:
a history of communications on the island of Steel, privately published, 2001.

5 Trevor W. Hearl, St Helena Britannica - StudieSauth Atlantic History, pp 129-150.

16 A. Beatson, Tracts Relative to the Island of Stlada; Written During a Residence of Five YearsoNi
Booth, London, p59, 1816.

7 |bid, pp 207-291. This provides full details oéttnutiny and includes an appendix with officerestagnts.

18 |Image sourced from Saul Solomon The Member foreCiapwn by W. E. G. Solomon, Oxford University
Press, Cape Town, 1948, opposite p 54.

% Trevor W. Hearl, St Helena Britannica, pp 165-174.

2L t. Colonel Sir Thomas Reade, Deputy Adjutant-Gah&816-1821, also appointed Inspector of Police i
18109.

% Thomas Henry Brooke, Secretary to the St Helenan€ih published “A History of St Helena” in 1808ch
was appointed acting governor after Hudson Lowejsadture in 1821.

22 Brigadier-General Sir George Ridout Bingham, comadeal British and St Helena Regimental forces on the
island 1815-1820.

% A Polish Exile with Napoleon, G. L. De St. M. Waits Harper & Brothers, London, 1912, footnote ofi.p7
24 Regrettably, Trevor Hearl never told me wheredweed this engraving before he died in January 200
% Hudson Lowe Papers, British Library, Manuscrigtgelf mark ADD 29126, folio 357. A couple of these
letters are also quoted in History of the CaptigtyNapoleon at St Helena, from the letters andrjals of the
late Lieut. Sir H. Lowe and official documents before made public, William Forsythe, John Murrb§53,
London, Vol 3, p 165.




% Deputy Adjutant General.

" Lord Henry Bathurst, Secretary for War and theoBigls 1812-1827, a Cabinet member responsiblééor t
army and the British colonies (other than India).

28 Comte de Alexandre Antonovitch Balmain, the Rus§lammissioner, posted to St Helena 1816-1820.
29 Captain Francis Stanfell, transported Hudson Lane staff to St Helena in January 1816 in the feiga
Phaeton and was later appointed commander of thgu@oor.

%0 Charles Tristan Comte de Montholon, present witip®leon throughout his period at St Helena, 1815118
3L A Polish Exile with Napoleon, G. L. De St. M. Waits footnote on p71.

32 The life of William Thomas is detailed in Wirebjido 37, Autumn 2008, p21. Born in Coity (Wales) in
1797, a series of letters show he enlisted asshiptk on HMS Eurydice in 1816 and visited St Halen-
route to the Cape of Good Hope. There is then affipe years, and 1821 finds him working as clenkSaul
Solomon. He appears to have become very closes tentployer, stating in an 1826 letter that Soloimemaved
to him like a father and that he had entered irftorad to be admitted as a partner from the 1stalarii828
under a penalty of £1,000. However, only a few msmtfter thus advancing his career, on the 3rduaeipr
1828, he was drowned when returning in the darkaaheavy sea from the ship Medina.

% British Library, India Office Library, on-shelf nsus records 1825-1836.

3% George R. Bruce was a beneficiary in SergeantaniliGreen’s will dated 29 August 1814 (seen at
Jamestown Archives Office). William Green was bdrégl May 1820.

% william Gratten Tracey/Tracy, recruited into thet&lena Regiment in 1795, 1825-1836 census redistds
him as a watchmaker. His granddaughter Sabina @tefdracey married George Randal Bruce Jr. in 1855
% British Library, India Office Library, Public ConKations, St Helena, 1833-6, 13th July 1833.

3" The Proceedings of the Agricultural and HortictdtuSociety of St Helena, 3 July 1823, pp 30-33.

3 Mary Lewis (Free) was buried on the 7th Novemi&s4l

% sarah Seale, baptised August 1797, the youngéistesf illegitimate children born to George Sealé Sarah
Nokoto.

“0 Data recently published by Colin Fox on the Friemeb site suggests Sarah Hercules was born aathaue
1797.

L Sarah Smith, baptised October 1794, daughter pfilAnd Sarah”.

2 See Gosse, pp 266-7, 283-9. Boys arrived at Sirtdeih 1811, initially acting as junior chaplainvas
undertook the duties as senior chaplain 1815- 1830.

3 These statistics followed an inspection of ecaftital records by Major M. F. Foulds, medical a#fi of the
British forces stationed at St Helena during thstRVorld War.

4 Arnold Chaplin, St. Helena Who's Who, or, A Dirgtof the Island during the Captivity of Napoleon,
privately published, 1914, p 231. Chaplin’s textl atatistics are reproduced almost word for word@gse,
ibid, pp 288-9.

%5 See the Finding Slave Ancestors web page in thebmes-only section of the Friends of St Helena sith
http://mwww.sthelena.uk.net

“% Registrar records, death certificates held aRibeords Office, Jamestown. Sarah Bruce died adbeof 86
at Jamestown’s Poor House on the 7th March 1903.

“” Chaplin (ibid, p 210) listed Purser John Cummiagsnaking an affidavit in support of Barry O’'Meamahe
libel case initiated (but never completed) by Hudsowe. Chaplin (ibid, p 20) also stated Andrewd=gwned
a boarding house in Jamestown, much frequenteaytains, and was similarly described by Hudson Liowe
his shortlist of suspects discussed above, wherealdisted in 20th place.

“8 Eleven other birth, marriage and death recorde fi@id with the Rippon surname. Most of the bighd
baptisms were the children of Margaret Peter, @estavned by John Knipe. The father was normally edhias
“John” although whether that referred to the owmreto a John Rippon is not clear. An elderly JolippBn
(free, aged 65) died on the 28th May 1827.

“9 Blue Book records for 1839 held by the St Helenehive Office

*0 Gilbert Martineau, Napoleon’s Last Journey, Tratesd from the French by Frances Partridge, Johmayiur
1976, pl124.

*1 St. Helena Proclamations, 1818-1943 by Robin @aptévately published, 2004.

%2 By Adolphe D’Hastrell, printed in Paris as a lignaph by Hubert Clerget in 1850. This is feature®obin
Castell’s St Helena lllustrated, limited editiomivately published in 1998, p 124.

%3 Captain Edward Gulliver R.N., was Harbour MasterSt Helena for the period 1836-1851 - St Helena
Almanack & Annual Register, 1913, p 53.

** For example, Geo. R. Bruce is listed as Harbouststarom 1851-1872 in the 1913 St Helena Almareauk
Registrar. Likewise, a St Helena Guardian newspagle in February 1903 states that he “succeduethte
Mr Gulliver” as Harbour Master.




*5 Another ancillary responsibility would have beerdaily signal the Greenwich time to all shipping.
Certainly, this was the situation in 1841 when aapHenry Mapleton was appointed acting harbourtenas
information sourced from Polar Portraits - CollecRapers by A. G. E. Jones, 1992, Caedmon, Wipity.81-
185.

*% St Helena Herald newspaper, 17 January 1856.

>’ The St Helena Almanac and Registrar, 1877, p 27.

* Mr R. L. M. Pritchard was Harbour Master 1877-18@8ording to the 1913 St Helena Almanack and
Registrar.

%9 Wirebird, Issue 37, Autumn 2008, p 3.

0 Wirebird, Issue 36, Spring 2008, p 16.

®1 St Helena Guardian newspaper, 31 July 1902

%2t is not known which of several forms of hepatiBeorge died. However, a rare form can be cauged b
yellow fever - it would be ironic if this were tlease because his eldest son George Caleb Bruoéhaatsour
master, died in 1894 because of boarding a shigatuting the disease from a sick sailor - worldsdharbour
master at St Helena carried considerable risks.



